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The more you read, the more things you will know. 

The more that you learn, the more places you will go. 

~ Dr. Seuss~ 

 

Required Reading: 

Grade 7 has two novels to choose from; pick one: 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 

 OR 

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 

 

Assignment 

After reading the novel, fill in the graphic organizer and bring to class the first day 

of school.  You will use the completed organizer to complete a written assignment 

in class. 

Suggested Reading: 

If you’re looking for some great reads in addition to the required reading above, 

check out some of the titles below! 

A Girl Named Disaster, Nancy Farmer.  Eleven-year-old Nhamo lives in a traditional village 

in Mozambique, where she doesn't quite fit in. When her family tries to force her into marrying a cruel 

man, she runs away to Zimbabwe, hoping to find the father she's never met. But what should have been a 

short boat trip across the border turns into a dangerous year-long adventure, and Nhamo must summon 

her innermost courage to ensure her survival.  Newbery Honor Book. 

Heat, Mike Lupica.  Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with 

aspirations of leading his team all the way to the Little League World Series. But his firepower is nothing 

compared to the heat Michael faces in his day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the family's 

escape from Cuba, Michael's only family is his seventeen-year old brother Carlos. If Social Services hears 

of their situation, they will be separated in the foster-care system, or worse, sent back to Cuba. Together, 

the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone who asks too many questions. But then someone 

wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with as much power as Michael Arroyo throws. 



With no way to prove his age, no birth certificate, and no parent to fight for his cause, Michael's secret 

world is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can come from the most unexpected sources. 

Perfect for any Little Leaguer with dreams of making it big--as well as for fans of Mike Lupica's 

other New York Times bestsellers Travel Team, The Big Field, The Underdogs, Million-Dollar Throw, 

and The Game Changers series, this cheer-worthy baseball story shows that when the game knocks you 

down, champions stand tall. 

Tangerine, Edward Bloor.  Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a 

bug-eyed alien. But he's not so blind that he can't see there are some very unusual things about his 

family's new home in Tangerine County, Florida. Where else does a sinkhole swallow the local school, 

fire burn underground for years, and lightning strike at the same time every day? 

The chaos is compounded by constant harassment from his football-star brother, and adjusting to life in 

Tangerine isn't easy for Paul until he joins the soccer team at his middle school. With the help of his new 

teammates, Paul begins to discover what lies beneath the surface of his strange new hometown. And he 

also gains the courage to face up to some secrets his family has been keeping from him for far too long. In 

Tangerine, it seems, anything is possible. 

Wednesday Wars, Gary Schmidt.  This is a wonderfully witty and compelling story about a 

teenage boy's mishaps and adventures over the course of the 1967-68 school year in Long Island, New 

York. 

Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend Wednesday 

afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker 

doesn't like Holling; he's sure of it. Why else would she make him read the plays of William Shakespeare 

outside class? But everyone has bigger things to worry about, like Vietnam. His father wants Holling and 

his sister to be on their best behavior: the success of his business depends on it. But how can Holling stay 

out of trouble when he has so much to contend with? A bully demanding cream puffs; angry rats; and a 

baseball hero signing autographs the very same night Holling has to appear in a play in yellow tights! As 

fate sneaks up on him again and again, Holling finds - Motivation the Big M - in the most unexpected 

places and musters up the courage to embrace his destiny, in spite of himself. 

When You Reach Me, Rebecca Stead.  Sixth-grader Miranda lives in 1978 New York City 

with her mother, and her life compass is Madeleine L'Engle's A Wrinkle in Time. When she receives a 

series of enigmatic notes that claim to want to save her life, she comes to believe that they are from 

someone who knows the future. Miranda spends considerable time observing a raving vagrant who her 

mother calls the laughing man and trying to find the connection between the notes and her everyday life. 

Discerning readers will realize the ties between Miranda's mystery and L'Engle's plot, but will enjoy hints 

of fantasy and descriptions of middle school dynamics. Stead's novel is as much about character as story. 

Miranda's voice rings true with its faltering attempts at maturity and observation. The story builds slowly, 

emerging naturally from a sturdy premise. As Miranda reminisces, the time sequencing is somewhat 

challenging, but in an intriguing way. The setting is consistently strong. The stores and even the streets-in 

Miranda's neighborhood act as physical entities and impact the plot in tangible ways. This unusual, 

thought-provoking mystery will appeal to several types of readers.  Newbery Honor winner. 


